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Meeting Invitation Accepted:
Calendar Entry
Subject: Briefing on Buffalo Mountain Creek
When  
Date: Thursday  12/15/2011
Time: 03:00 PM - 04:00 PM   (1 hour)
Chair: Shawn Garvin
Invitees  
Required (to): Barbara Rudnick/R3/USEPA/US@EPA; dandrea.michael@epa.gov; Daniel Ryan/R3/USEPA/US@EPA; Evelyn


MacKnight/R3/USEPA/US@EPA; Francisco Cruz/R3/USEPA/US@EPA; Jeffrey Lapp/R3/USEPA/US@EPA; Jessica
Martinsen/R3/USEPA/US@EPA; John Pomponio/R3/USEPA/US@EPA; Jon Capacasa/R3/USEPA/US@EPA; Marcia
Mulkey/R3/USEPA/US@EPA; Stefania Shamet/R3/USEPA/US@EPA


Optional (cc):
Where  
Location: RA's Meeting Room
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Meeting Invitation Accepted:
Calendar Entry
Subject: Briefing on King Coal Highway/Buffalo Mountain Pre-Draft Environmental Assessment
When  
Date: Thursday  07/28/2011
Time: 03:30 PM - 04:15 PM   (0 hours 45 minutes)
Chair: Shawn Garvin
Invitees  
Required (to): Barbara Okorn/R3/USEPA/US@EPA; Barbara Rudnick/R3/USEPA/US@EPA; Daniel Ryan/R3/USEPA/US@EPA;


Jeffrey Lapp/R3/USEPA/US@EPA; Jessica Greathouse/R3/USEPA/US@EPA; Jessica
Martinsen/R3/USEPA/US@EPA; John Krakowiak/R3/USEPA/US@EPA; John Pomponio/R3/USEPA/US@EPA;
Michael DAndrea/R3/USEPA/US@EPA; Michael Dunn/R3/USEPA/US@EPA; Stefania Shamet/R3/USEPA/US@EPA;
William Early


Optional (cc):
Where  
Location: RA's Conference Room
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Meeting Invitation Accepted:
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From: Jessica Greathouse
To: Shawn Garvin; William Early; John Pomponio; Jessica Martinsen; Jeffrey Lapp; Jon Capacasa; Evelyn MacKnight;


Linda Boornazian; Francisco Cruz
Subject: DOH to hold meeting on King Coal Highway
Date: 11/05/2011 09:57 PM


DOH to hold meeting on King Coal Highway
By Staff reports
Advertiser


CHARLESTON, W.Va. --  The West Virginia Division of Highways will hold a public
workshop  later this month on the status of the King Coal Highway project and will
answer any questions relating to the project.


Representatives from various state and federal agencies will be available before and
after the presentation to answer questions about the proposed project. The meeting
will focus on the relationship between the mining and highway related activities.
Officials are expected to provide a general schedule for future environmental actions.


Members of the state DOH, the Federal Highway Administration and the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers are conducting an environmental analysis to investigate a
potential joint development initiative with CONSOL of Kentucky.  CONSOL of
Kentucky's post mine land use plan for the proposed Buffalo Mountain Surface Mine
project includes a plan to construct approximately five miles of roadbed for this
section of the King Coal Highway. The project is part of the King Coal Highway, a 94-
mile corridor.


This approximately seven-mile section of the project is from Belo to Delbarton.  When
completed, the proposed project will consist of a four-lane divided highway with
partially controlled access. 


The workshop will be from 4:30 to 7 p.m. on Nov. 17 at Mingo Central High School in
Red Jacket.


Those wishing to file written comments may send them to Gregory L. Bailey, P.E.,
Director, Engineering Division, West Virginia Division of Highways, Capitol Complex
Building Five, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, Room 317, Charleston, West Virginia,
25305-0430 on or before Wednesday, November 30.  People may also visit the
WVDOH Website at www.transportation.wv.gov for project information and the
opportunity to comment by email.


Sent with Good (www.good.com)
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From: John Pomponio
To: Shawn Garvin; William Early
Cc: Stefania Shamet; Jeffrey Lapp; John Forren
Subject: FW: King Coal Highway/Buffalo Mnt. EA
Date: 07/01/2011 02:55 PM


Heads up. This will likely require a lot of R3 HQ coordination. 


Sent with Good (www.good.com)


----- Forwarded by  John Pomponio/R3/USEPA/US  on  07/01/2011 02:55:36 PM-----


-------- Original Message --------


From :      David Evans/DC/USEPA/US
To :         Jeffrey Lapp/R3/USEPA/US@EPA
Cc :        Barbara Rudnick/R3/USEPA/US@EPA, Early.William@epamail.epa.gov,
Jessica Martinsen/R3/USEPA/US@EPA, John Pomponio/R3/USEPA/US@EPA
Sent on : 06/30/2011 12:11:04 PM
Subject : Re: King Coal Highway/Buffalo Mnt. EA


Thanks Jeff, Look forward to talking with you once you've finished your review.


Dave


David Evans, Director
Wetlands Division
Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds
(202) 566-0535


▼ Jeffrey Lapp---06/30/2011 12:08:31 PM---Bill, Randy and Dave - I'm sending you
all this email to let you know that we have received the prel


From:    Jeffrey Lapp/R3/USEPA/US
To:    Early.William@epamail.epa.gov, John Pomponio/R3/USEPA/US@EPA,
David Evans/DC/USEPA/US@EPA
Cc:    Barbara Rudnick/R3/USEPA/US@EPA, Jessica
Martinsen/R3/USEPA/US@EPA
Date:    06/30/2011 12:08 PM
Subject:    King Coal Highway/Buffalo Mnt. EA


Bill, Randy and Dave -


I'm sending you all this email to let you know that we have received the
preliminary EA from WVDOH for the King Coal Highway supplement. 
we are currently reviewing but it may come as know surprise the the
preferred alternative is using the post mine Buffalo Mountain surface
mine.


I'll let you know what we find in our review and send a short analysis.
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Please let me know if you have any questions.


Jeff








From: Jon Capacasa
To: Shawn Garvin
Subject: Fw: Buffalo Mountain Press
Date: 01/26/2012 05:14 PM


FYI
▼ Gregory Peck


    ----- Original Message -----
    From: Gregory Peck
    Sent: 01/26/2012 04:18 PM EST
    To: Nancy Stoner; Ken Kopocis
    Cc: Arvin Ganesan; Bob Sussman
    Subject: Buffalo Mountain Press


Obama EPA pushes state, company to reduce impacts of
CONSOL’s huge Buffalo Mountain strip mine


January 26, 2012 by Ken Ward Jr. 


Here in West Virginia, most political leaders can’t say enough nice things about CONSOL
Inc.’s plan for the Buffalo Mountain Surface Mine, a project associated with construction of
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the much-touted King Coal Highway from Bluefield to Williamson.


But officials from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency have always had questions
about this particular mining proposal, having objected to it from President Obama’s first day
in office.  And now, top EPA officials have issued another major new letter about the Buffalo
Mountain Surface Mine, basically challenging state regulators and the company to come up


with ways to reduce the operation’s projected environmental impacts:


The EPA’s review of the mining operator’s proposal indicates that feasible, cost effective
steps are available to be incorporated into the operation to avoid and minimize the


significant, adverse environmental and water quality impacts associated with the Buffalo
Mountain mine. Unlike Buffalo Mountain’s mine design, modern, technically feasible and


cost-effective mining practices are being proposed and incorporated by many mining
companies into their mine designs with the intent to significantly reduce the adverse effects to


the aquatic ecosystem.


That’s from this letter, sent last week to WVDEP mining director Tom Clarke by Jon
Capacasa, director of EPA’s water protection division at Region III headquarters in


Philadelphia.


EPA said that this permit — a 2,308-acre proposal for the area between Belo and Delbarton
in Mingo County — “is among the largest single mining projects ever proposed in


Appalachia” and that “the scale and magnitude of environmental and water quality impacts
from the mine as currently proposed are as significant as any mining operation we have


reviewed in the pats 20 years.”


Federal officials noted that the mine will bury nearly 10 miles of streams with waste rock and
dirt, and the Clean Water Act pollution discharge permit at issue in this letter (as opposed to


the Section 404 permit from the Army Corps of Engineers, which EPA previously
questioned) includes 159 water pollution outfalls, including 12 outfalls to handle discharges


from the 13 proposed valley fills.


Citing its 2011 report, The Effects of Mountaintop Mines and Valley Fills on Aquatic
Ecosystems of the Central Appalachian Coalfields and the 2005 Environmental Impact


Statement on mountaintop removal, EPA said in its letter:


The current scientific literature has increasingly documented the adverse water quality,
environmental, and public health effects of Appalachian surface coal mining. Mountaintop


mines and valley fills (MTM-VF) generally lead directly to five principal alterations to
stream ecosystems: (1) springs, ephemeral, intermittent streams and small perennial streams


are permanently lost with the removal of the mountain and from burial under fill; (2)
concentrations of major chemical ions are persistently elevated downstream; (3) degraded


water quality reaches levels that can be lethal to stream life; (4) selenium concentrations are
elevated, reaching concentrations that have caused toxic effects in fish and birds; (5)
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macroinvertebrate and fish communities are consistently and significant degraded.


(Not for nothing, but it’s interesting that EPA noted in passing impacts on “public health,”
but provided no additional details, not citing the recent papers that link living near
mountaintop removal to increased rates of birth defects and cancer. The agency has


previously testified to Congress about these studies and cited them in rejecting the Spruce
Mine permit.)


 


Interestingly, and as EPA notes in its letter, the Federal Highway Administration and the state
Division of Highways have announced plans to conduct a supplemental Environmental


Impact Statement to more specifically consider the impacts of the Buffalo Mountain Surface
Mine. EPA observed:


The SEIS process will provide a helpful vehicle for agencies to work together to identify
improvements in the mine design to reduce potential advese impacts to water quality, public


health and the environment.


_____________________________________________
Gregory E. Peck
Chief of Staff
Office of Water
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C.   20460
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From: Jessica Martinsen
To: Shawn Garvin; William Early; John Pomponio
Cc: Michael Dunn; Jeffrey Lapp; Cliff Rader
Subject: Fw: King Coal Highway
Date: 10/05/2011 11:53 AM


Shawn, et al,


 
Please see the note from WVFHWA regarding the KCH Draft EA and their plans with
moving forward.  


Jessica Martinsen
U.S. EPA Region III
Office of Environmental Programs
1650 Arch St. (3EA30)
Philadelphia, PA  19103
215-814-5144 (office)
215-814-2783 (fax)
----- Forwarded by Jessica Martinsen/R3/USEPA/US on 10/05/2011 11:49 AM -----


From: <Jason.Workman@dot.gov>
To: Barbara Okorn/R3/USEPA/US@EPA, Jessica Martinsen/R3/USEPA/US@EPA, Barbara


Rudnick/R3/USEPA/US@EPA
Date: 10/05/2011 11:25 AM
Subject: King Coal Highway


As you may be aware there was a recent meeting in Washington (10/26) with EPA, COE, FHWA and
CEQ on the King Coal, Buffalo Mountain project.  In response to discussions at that meeting we plan
to sign the Draft EA on 10/21/2011.  The document will be made available to the agencies and public
and WVDOH intends to host a public workshop in Mid November.  


 
Additionally, FHWA HQ is coordinating a video conference on 10/18/2011 at 9:00 AM with EPA, COE,
FHWA HQ and field staff.  If the EPA Region office is going to participate let us know so we can work
out the logistics.  


 
Thanks 


 
Jason


 
Jason Workman
Environmental Protection Specialist
Federal Highway Administration
West Virginia Division
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jason.workman@dot.gov
Phone:  (304) 347-5271
Fax:  (304) 347-5103
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From: Jeffrey Lapp
To: Shawn Garvin
Subject: Fw: Mining Meeting May 6
Date: 04/29/2009 04:31 PM


Hey Shawn -
I got a reply email from Cathy that she is out of the office but I wanted to give you a
heads up on this meeting.


Jeff


----- Forwarded by Jeffrey Lapp/R3/USEPA/US on 04/29/2009 04:30 PM -----


Jessica
Greathouse/R3/USEPA/US


04/29/2009 01:53 PM


To Jeffrey Lapp/R3/USEPA/US@EPA
cc


Subject Re: Mining Meeting May 6


I am attending, too, so please keep me posted.


 


Jessica H.  Greathouse
State and Congressional Liaison
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
304.234.0275   office
304.224.3181   cell


▼ Jeffrey Lapp


    ----- Original Message -----
    From: Jeffrey Lapp
    Sent: 04/29/2009 01:50 PM EDT
    To: Jessica Greathouse
    Subject: Re: Mining Meeting May 6


Haven't set a firm time.  I'm waiting to hear back from the Corps on
when they are able to arrive.
I think that the State and Coal companies are coming in the night
before.
Jeff


▼ Jessica Greathouse/R3/USEPA/US


Jessica
Greathouse/R3/USEPA/US


04/29/2009 01:37 PM


To Jeffrey Lapp/R3/USEPA/US@EPA
cc


Subject Re: Mining Meeting May 6
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What time is the meeting?


 


Jessica H.  Greathouse
State and Congressional Liaison
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
304.234.0275   office
304.224.3181   cell


▼ Jeffrey Lapp


    ----- Original Message -----
    From: Jeffrey Lapp
    Sent: 04/29/2009 01:35 PM EDT
    To: William Early; Catherine Libertz; Jessica Greathouse
    Cc: John Pomponio; Jessica Martinsen; Ann Campbell
    Subject: Mining Meeting May 6
Bill and Cathy -


I wanted to let you know that next week, May 6, we are having a
mining meeting here in the office with representatives from 2 coal
companies, the Army Corps and WVDEP.


Currently it is my understanding that DEP Secretary Huffman will be
attending.


Our discussions will be centered on the Peg Fork, Buffalo Mountain, and
Frazer mines.  All of these mines have components of the King Coal
Highway associated with them.


Please let me know if you would like any further information.


Take Care,
Jeff








From: John Pomponio
To: Shawn Garvin
Cc: Jeffrey Lapp; Early.William@epamail.epa.gov; Michael DAndrea; Jessica Martinsen; Barbara Rudnick; Michael


Dunn
Subject: Fw: Next Meeting on King Coal Highway
Date: 01/10/2012 10:45 AM


The very latest from DOT regarding the King Coal Highway EIS


John R. (Randy) Pomponio,  Director
Environmental Assessment & Innovation Division
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region III
1650 Arch Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103


(215) 814-2702
pomponio.john@epa.gov


----- Forwarded by John Pomponio/R3/USEPA/US on 01/10/2012 10:42 AM -----


From:    <Gloria.Shepherd@dot.gov>
To:    <Horst_Greczmiel@ceq.eop.gov>, <Meg.E.Gaffney-Smith@usace.army.mil>,
<Ellen_M._Athas@ceq.eop.gov>, Cynthia Giles-AA/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Susan
Bromm/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, John Pomponio/R3/USEPA/US@EPA, Jeffrey
Lapp/R3/USEPA/US@EPA, David Evans/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Denise
Keehner/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Gregory Peck/DC/USEPA/US@EPA
Cc:    <beth.osborne@dot.gov>, <gregory.nadeau@dot.gov>, <Joyce.Curtis@dot.gov>,
<Gerald.Solomon@dot.gov>, <Thomas.Smith@dot.gov>, <david.kim@dot.gov>,
<Marlys.Osterhues@dot.gov>, <mary.frye@dot.gov>, <Jacqueline.A.Jenkins@dot.gov>
Date:    01/10/2012 10:19 AM
Subject:    Next Meeting on King Coal Highway


Good Morning All:  I am writing to inform you that the next meeting on the above-named project is


scheduled for Friday, February 3
rd


 at 9:00-10:30 in room 76-124.  For those who are unable to
participate in person, we will provide a call-in number.  At the meeting, we would like to discuss the
following topics:


 
·         General Update of Project Status since November 18


th
 Video Conference – Gloria


Shepherd
·         Discussion of Revised Timeline ( SEIS) – Tom Smith and Ginger Mullins
·         NOI and updated Purpose and Need Document; Scoping Process – Jason Workman
and Alison Rogers, Huntington USACE
·         General Discussion and Next Steps – Tom Smith 


 
We look forward to seeing you.  Happy belated New Year!
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From: Jessica Greathouse
To: John Pomponio; John Forren; Tai-Ming Chang; Jeffrey Lapp; William Early; Jim Newsom; Chad Harsh
Cc: Michael Kulik; Eric Carlson; Shawn Garvin; Lawrence Teller; Stefania Shamet; Ann Campbell; Jessica Martinsen
Subject: Fw: Statement from the Governor Regarding a Scheduled Meeting with EPA Officials
Date: 05/05/2009 03:59 PM


Jessica H. Greathouse
State and Congressional Liaison
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(304) 234-0275
(304) 224-3181 cell


----- Forwarded by Jessica Greathouse/R3/USEPA/US on 05/05/2009 03:57 PM -----


<governor@wv.gov> 


05/05/2009 03:54 PM


To Jessica Greathouse/R3/USEPA/US@EPA
cc


Subject Statement from the Governor Regarding a Scheduled
Meeting with EPA Officials


May 5, 2009


STATEMENT FROM GOV. MANCHIN 
REGARDING HIS UPCOMING MEETING WITH 
EPA OFFICIALS


Contact: Matt Turner, 304-558-2000


CHARLESTON, W.Va. - Gov. Joe Manchin released this statement about his meeting
tomorrow in Philadelphia with EPA officials regarding mining permit for Consolidated Coal
Company:


“We will continue to pursue every chance we have to be upfront and to meet firsthand with the
EPA officials who are making recommendations about mining in our state. With this meeting,
we are seeking a clear and concise answer that will enable us to continue to provide the energy
this nation needs and to create the good jobs West Virginians deserve. 


“With this particular permit, it’s about more than just mining. It’s about post-mine land use
and building opportunities for southern West Virginia with the King Coal Highway. I am
attending the meeting tomorrow because we want a clear understanding of their intent, and we
want to continue to build the base for this highway.”
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 -Gov. Joe Manchin


###








From: Jessica Greathouse
To: Catherine Libertz; William Early; John Pomponio; Jim Newsom; Shawn Garvin
Subject: Post Mining Land Use Forum
Date: 11/09/2009 05:11 PM


I attended the Fifth Annual Post Mine Land Use Forum today in Logan County, W.Va.,
at Secretary Huffman's request. The forum was attended by about 100 people,
mostly coal industry representatives and economic development authorities from a
four-county region that comprise the Corridor G Regional Development Authority.
Corridor G is Rt. 119, that runs from the top of the state through the southern
coalfields. The four-lane corridor through southern West Virginia was completed in
the last few years.


Secretary Huffman and Governor Manchin were speakers at the forum, and both
gave similar talks to the ones we've heard in months past, with messages that ask
EPA to 'give some guidance, direction and straightforward requirements' in the 404
permitting process. Other speakers talked about the success of post mining land uses
in the Corridor G area, and at least one speaker talked at length about the Buffalo
Mountain permit and its importance. That permit will be the connector from Corridor
G (a north/south corridor) to the King Coal Highway (an east/west corridor through
the southern coalfields). Without  that permit and the KCH as its construction
mechanism, it will not be built.


I was introduced as EPA's representative. I was approached by nearly everyone at
the event by the end of the day, each person with a story as to why PMLUs as
economic development in the region was so critical to the area's growth.


The speakers at the event were as follows:


Howard Sammons, Chairman, Corridor G Regional Development Authority
Terry Clarke, Project Manager, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Huntington District
(standing in for Ginger Mullins)
Jim Corsaro, VP, Penn Virginia Resources
Jeff Wood, Energy Development Specialist, WV Office of Coalfield Community
Development
Randy Harris, Mingo County Redevelopment Authority
Matt Fisher, EarthMark Mitigation Services
Jonathan Fowler, EarthMark Mitigation Services
Senate President Earl Ray Tomblin
Delegate Ron Stollings, D-Logan


I can send you any additional information that you need. Just send me an email or
give me a call on my cell.


Thanks,


Jessica H. Greathouse
State and Congressional Liaison
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(304) 234-0275
(304) 224-3181 cell
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From: Shawn Garvin
To: Jeffrey Lapp
Subject: Re: Fw: Mining Meeting May 6
Date: 04/30/2009 10:09 AM


Jeff - Thank you.  Jessica is all over this one.


Shawn


▼ Jeffrey Lapp/R3/USEPA/US


Jeffrey
Lapp/R3/USEPA/US 


04/29/2009 04:31 PM


To Shawn Garvin/R3/USEPA/US@EPA
cc


Subject Fw: Mining Meeting May 6


Hey Shawn -
I got a reply email from Cathy that she is out of the office but I wanted
to give you a heads up on this meeting.


Jeff


----- Forwarded by Jeffrey Lapp/R3/USEPA/US on 04/29/2009 04:30 PM -----


Jessica
Greathouse/R3/USEPA/US


04/29/2009 01:53 PM


To Jeffrey Lapp/R3/USEPA/US@EPA
cc


Subject Re: Mining Meeting May 6


I am attending, too, so please keep me posted.


 


Jessica H.  Greathouse
State and Congressional Liaison
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
304.234.0275   office
304.224.3181   cell


▼ Jeffrey Lapp


    ----- Original Message -----
    From: Jeffrey Lapp
    Sent: 04/29/2009 01:50 PM EDT
    To: Jessica Greathouse
    Subject: Re: Mining Meeting May 6
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Haven't set a firm time.  I'm waiting to hear back from the Corps on when they are
able to arrive.
I think that the State and Coal companies are coming in the night before.
Jeff


▼ Jessica Greathouse/R3/USEPA/US


Jessica
Greathouse/R3/USEPA/US


04/29/2009 01:37 PM


To Jeffrey Lapp/R3/USEPA/US@EPA
cc


Subject Re: Mining Meeting May 6


What time is the meeting?


 


Jessica H.  Greathouse
State and Congressional Liaison
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
304.234.0275   office
304.224.3181   cell


▼ Jeffrey Lapp


    ----- Original Message -----
    From: Jeffrey Lapp
    Sent: 04/29/2009 01:35 PM EDT
    To: William Early; Catherine Libertz; Jessica Greathouse
    Cc: John Pomponio; Jessica Martinsen; Ann Campbell
    Subject: Mining Meeting May 6


Bill and Cathy -


I wanted to let you know that next week, May 6, we are having a mining meeting
here in the office with representatives from 2 coal companies, the Army Corps and
WVDEP.


Currently it is my understanding that DEP Secretary Huffman will be attending.


Our discussions will be centered on the Peg Fork, Buffalo Mountain, and Frazer
mines.  All of these mines have components of the King Coal Highway associated with
them.


Please let me know if you would like any further information.


Take Care,
Jeff
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From: Shawn Garvin
To: John Pomponio
Cc: Barbara Rudnick; Early.William@epamail.epa.gov; Jeffrey Lapp; Jessica Martinsen; Michael DAndrea; Michael


Dunn
Subject: Re: Fw: Next Meeting on King Coal Highway
Date: 01/10/2012 10:49 AM


Thanks


▼ John Pomponio---01/10/2012 10:45:02 AM---The very latest from DOT regarding
the King Coal Highway EIS  John R. (Randy) Pomponio,  Director


From:    John Pomponio/R3/USEPA/US
To:    Shawn Garvin/R3/USEPA/US@EPA
Cc:    Jeffrey Lapp/R3/USEPA/US@EPA, Early.William@epamail.epa.gov,
Michael DAndrea/R3/USEPA/US@EPA, Jessica Martinsen/R3/USEPA/US@EPA,
Barbara Rudnick/R3/USEPA/US@EPA, Michael Dunn/R3/USEPA/US@EPA
Date:    01/10/2012 10:45 AM
Subject:    Fw: Next Meeting on King Coal Highway


The very latest from DOT regarding the King Coal Highway EIS


John R. (Randy) Pomponio,  Director
Environmental Assessment & Innovation Division
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region III
1650 Arch Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103


(215) 814-2702
pomponio.john@epa.gov


----- Forwarded by John Pomponio/R3/USEPA/US on 01/10/2012 10:42 AM -----


From:    <Gloria.Shepherd@dot.gov>
To:    <Horst_Greczmiel@ceq.eop.gov>, <Meg.E.Gaffney-
Smith@usace.army.mil>, <Ellen_M._Athas@ceq.eop.gov>, Cynthia Giles-
AA/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Susan Bromm/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, John
Pomponio/R3/USEPA/US@EPA, Jeffrey Lapp/R3/USEPA/US@EPA, David
Evans/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Denise Keehner/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Gregory
Peck/DC/USEPA/US@EPA
Cc:    <beth.osborne@dot.gov>, <gregory.nadeau@dot.gov>,
<Joyce.Curtis@dot.gov>, <Gerald.Solomon@dot.gov>,
<Thomas.Smith@dot.gov>, <david.kim@dot.gov>,
<Marlys.Osterhues@dot.gov>, <mary.frye@dot.gov>,
<Jacqueline.A.Jenkins@dot.gov>
Date:    01/10/2012 10:19 AM
Subject:    Next Meeting on King Coal Highway


Good Morning All:  I am writing to inform you that the next meeting on the above-


named project is scheduled for Friday, February 3
rd


 at 9:00-10:30 in room 76-124. 
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For those who are unable to participate in person, we will provide a call-in number. 
At the meeting, we would like to discuss the following topics:


 
·         General Update of Project Status since November 18


th
 Video


Conference – Gloria Shepherd
·         Discussion of Revised Timeline ( SEIS) – Tom Smith and Ginger Mullins
·         NOI and updated Purpose and Need Document; Scoping Process –
Jason Workman and Alison Rogers, Huntington USACE
·         General Discussion and Next Steps – Tom Smith 


 
We look forward to seeing you.  Happy belated New Year!


 








From: John Pomponio
To: Cynthia Giles-AA
Cc: Shawn Garvin; Early.William@epamail.epa.gov; Susan Bromm
Subject: Re: King Coal Highway
Date: 12/14/2011 09:27 AM


Cynthia,


Great news!  Thank you and your team.  I think the early coordination paid off.  


If you have some time over the next few weeks we should catch up on cumulative
impact assessment. 


Have a great holiday. 


John R. (Randy) Pomponio,  Director
Environmental Assessment & Innovation Division
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region III
1650 Arch Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103


(215) 814-2702
pomponio.john@epa.gov


▼ Cynthia Giles-AA---12/13/2011 07:50:45 AM---I am very happy to inform you that
reason has prevailed and HIghway has decided to do a Sypplemental


From: Cynthia Giles-AA/DC/USEPA/US
To: "Bob Sussman" <sussman.bob@epa.gov>, Gregory Peck/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, "Shawn Garvin"


<garvin.shawn@epa.gov>, "William Early" <Early.William@epamail.epa.gov>
Cc: "Susan Bromm" <bromm.susan@epa.gov>, "Steve Chester" <Chester.Steven@epamail.epa.gov>,


"John Pomponio" <Pomponio.John@epamail.epa.gov>
Date: 12/13/2011 07:50 AM
Subject: King Coal Highway


I am very happy to inform you that reason has prevailed and HIghway
has decided to do a Sypplemental EIS rather than an EA for this huge
project.  Schedule for same to be developed.  Thanks to all for your
work to get to this sensible result.
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From: Shawn Garvin
To: John Pomponio; William Early
Cc: Stefania Shamet; Jeffrey Lapp; John Forren
Subject: Re: King Coal Highway/Buffalo Mnt. EA
Date: 07/01/2011 03:05 PM


I agree.  Let's tee something up next week to talk about where this is, what we need
to do, and timetable.  Thanks


Sent by EPA Wireless E-Mail Services
▼ John Pomponio


    ----- Original Message -----
    From: John Pomponio
    Sent: 07/01/2011 02:55 PM EDT
    To: Shawn Garvin; William Early
    Cc: Stefania Shamet; Jeffrey Lapp; John Forren
    Subject: FW: King Coal Highway/Buffalo Mnt. EA
Heads up. This will likely require a lot of R3 HQ coordination. 


Sent with Good (www.good.com)


----- Forwarded by  John Pomponio/R3/USEPA/US  on  07/01/2011 02:55:36 PM-----


-------- Original Message --------


From :      David Evans/DC/USEPA/US
To :         Jeffrey Lapp/R3/USEPA/US@EPA
Cc :        Barbara Rudnick/R3/USEPA/US@EPA, Early.William@epamail.epa.gov,
Jessica Martinsen/R3/USEPA/US@EPA, John Pomponio/R3/USEPA/US@EPA
Sent on : 06/30/2011 12:11:04 PM
Subject : Re: King Coal Highway/Buffalo Mnt. EA


Thanks Jeff, Look forward to talking with you once you've finished your review.


Dave


David Evans, Director
Wetlands Division
Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds
(202) 566-0535


▼ Jeffrey Lapp---06/30/2011 12:08:31 PM---Bill, Randy and Dave - I'm sending you
all this email to let you know that we have received the prel


From:    Jeffrey Lapp/R3/USEPA/US
To:    Early.William@epamail.epa.gov, John Pomponio/R3/USEPA/US@EPA,
David Evans/DC/USEPA/US@EPA
Cc:    Barbara Rudnick/R3/USEPA/US@EPA, Jessica
Martinsen/R3/USEPA/US@EPA
Date:    06/30/2011 12:08 PM
Subject:    King Coal Highway/Buffalo Mnt. EA
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Bill, Randy and Dave -


I'm sending you all this email to let you know that we have received the
preliminary EA from WVDOH for the King Coal Highway supplement. 
we are currently reviewing but it may come as know surprise the the
preferred alternative is using the post mine Buffalo Mountain surface
mine.


I'll let you know what we find in our review and send a short analysis.


Please let me know if you have any questions.


Jeff








From: Jessica Greathouse
To: Shawn Garvin; William Early; John Pomponio; Stefania Shamet
Subject: Rockefeller awards funds for King Coal Highway infrastructure- FYI
Date: 12/20/2010 04:18 PM


ROCKEFELLER ANNOUNCES GRANT FUNDING FOR
WATER AND SEWER SYSTEM EXTENSIONS AS PART OF
KING COAL HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION 
Washington, DC – Senator Jay Rockefeller today announced that the Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) has
approved an additional $200,000 grant to compliment a $1.5 million grant to the Mingo County Redevelopment
Authority for water and sewer system extensions that will serve Mingo Central High School and additional development
sites along the King Coal Highway.


 


“This is a great announcement for Mingo County— not only are these improvements important for the health and safety
of residents, they will also stimulate the local economy and provide great job opportunities,” said Rockefeller.  “Because
of the water and sewer system improvements and completion of the highway, additional opportunities will be available
to attract new businesses to the area and for more local startup companies to expand their operations, putting even
more West Virginians to work.”


 
Mike Whitt, Executive Director, Mingo County Redevelopment Authority, expressed strong appreciation to Senator
Rockefeller for supporting the efforts to complete the construction of the King Coal Highway and to improve the water and
sewer systems in Mingo County.  “Senator Rockefeller understands just how important this funding is to the future of
Mingo County— it will provide jobs, improve educational opportunities, and diversify our economy.  This will be the first
time in the history of Mingo County that we have a highway, development sites out of the flood plain, and utilities that can
give our community the ability to start marketing for new businesses, new housing developments and new educational
facilities.”  


 
Background


 
Senator Rockefeller met with Mingo County officials earlier this month to discuss several economic development projects
in Mingo County, including water and sewer system improvements along the King Coal Highway.


 
As part of the development opportunities with the construction of the King Coal Highway, Mingo County is developing a
new high school on a site on the new highway, which currently does not have access to water and sewer services. 
Extending the water and sewer service from Matewan will provide for initial service to the new high school.  Capacity will
also be provided to enable development of approximately 450 acres in the vicinity.  In future phases of development,
according to the ARC, utilities would be extended along the highway to support additional job creation and economic
investment.  


 
The Mingo County Redevelopment Authority, through the use of these funds from the ARC, will extend water and sewer
lines from the existing Matewan water and sewer systems to the high school site.  Components will include about two
miles of water line and a 200,000-gallon water storage tank, and nearly 2.5 miles of sewer line.  The Town of Matewan
will own and operate the facilities.
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###


 


Jessica H. Greathouse
State and Congressional Liaison
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(304) 224-3181








From: Jessica Greathouse
To: Shawn Garvin; William Early; Michael DAndrea; Amy Caprio; Stacie Driscoll; Jeffrey Lapp; Jessica Martinsen; John


Pomponio; Samantha Beers; Janice Donlon; Jon Capacasa; Linda Boornazian
Subject: WV/VA MTM trip itinerary
Date: 10/21/2011 03:03 PM
Importance: High


Itinerary
Mountaintop mining tour
Southwestern Virginia
Southern West Virginia
Oct. 24-26, 2011


Oct. 24


1:23 p.m.- Shawn and Jeff arrive in Charleston
1:45 p.m.- Leave Executive Air tarmac (adjacent to Yeager Airport) in the WVDEP helicopter
with Sec. Huffman. Travel south to for an aerial tour of a finished portion of the King Coal
Highway in Mingo County, and new consolidated school built on reclaimed mine lands  *****
Attire is casual- jeans or khakis and a polo shirt. Bring a jacket. Helicopter travel is
chilly.*****
5:45 p.m.- Land at Executive Air. Travel to downtown Charleston
6-8 p.m.- Shawn meets with WV enviros for dinner, presentations on MTM, environmental
justice at the Charleston Best Western. Groups will include Coal River Mountain Watch
(www.crmw.net), the WV Highlands Conservancy (www.wvhighlands.org), Ohio Valley
Environmental Coalition (www.ohvec.org). Sierra Club- WV Chapter, Mountain Help and
Heritage Association (around 20 people total)  ***** attire is casual- jeans or khakis and a
polo shirt*****
8:30 p.m.- Check into the Residence Inn Charleston


Oct. 25


7 a.m.- leave Charleston for southern WV coalfields - ***** attire is casual- jeans and boots.
It will be cool, so please bring a jacket ******
9 a.m. take brief tour of an EJ community in southern WV (Lindytown) and then to Twilight
park for an early lunch with Lindytown residents. (see NY Times article on this area at
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/04/13/us/13lindytown.html?pagewanted=all)
11 a.m.- leave for Big Stone Gap, VA., approx. 2.5 hour drive
2 p.m.- Meet with Sierra Club of southern WV/Southern Appalachian Mountain Stewards to
tour Ison Rock Ridge area
4 p.m.- Meet with VA enviros for dinner, presentations on MTM, environmental justice
6 p.m.- drive back to Charleston, WV (approx. 3.5 hour drive)
9:45 p.m.- arrive at Residence Inn


Oct. 26


9 a.m.- Jessica will pick Shawn and Jeff up at Residence inn for transport to Yeager
Airport
10:30 a.m.- Shawn and Jeff fly back to Philly 
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Jessica H. Greathouse
State and Congressional Liaison
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(304) 224-3181





